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Three Leading Newport News Corporations Launch  
$500,000 Accelerating Change Together Grant 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va., August 17, 2022 – To address gaps in services for Hampton Roads communities, 
three leading corporations headquartered in Newport News, Virginia – HII, Ferguson, and BayPort Credit 
Union – have partnered to fund a $500,000, three-year transformation grant, called Accelerating Change 
Together (ACT). The inaugural year's focus will be on Education and Workforce Development. 

The grant is an extension of the One Community Transformational Grant program, which HII’s Newport 
News Shipbuilding division launched in 2018 and has since provided start-up funding for the Fort Monroe 
Foundation’s National Center for Freedom and the Newport News Public Schools STEM Ecosystem project. 
The partnership among the three companies will expand the initial program's scope and funding. 
Recognizing their unwavering commitment to the community, the ACT Grant is an extension of the three 
companies existing charitable giving and social impact efforts.  

“The ACT Grant builds on the tremendous success of the One Community Transformation Grant that 
allowed nonprofits to work together to dream about new ways they could use the funds to make a positive 
change in the community,” said Gary Artybridge, Manager, Corporate Citizenship & Education Outreach at 
Newport News Shipbuilding. “We were thrilled that BayPort and Ferguson wanted to partner with us to 
build upon the program’s early successes and make it sustainable. This year’s investment will be a win for 
education in Hampton Roads and in the development of a skilled workforce that will benefit the nation.” 

“BayPort is excited to be a leader in the ACT Grant,” said Nancy Porter, VP of Marketing at BayPort Credit 
Union and Executive Director of the BayPort Foundation. “So many nonprofits have creative ideas about 
how to address pressing community challenges but don’t have a mechanism to fund the implementation of 
those ideas. The goal of the ACT Grant is to invest in a project that has the most significant potential to 
leave a lasting legacy on our community.” 

“Newport News has been home to Ferguson for more than 70 years, and we’re honored to support our 
neighbors through this partnership,” said Melissa Hazelwood, Director of Social Impact at Ferguson. “Just as 
our three companies are working collaboratively to implement this program, we hope that the grant will 
inspire like-minded nonprofits to work together to strengthen the communities where we all live and work. 

The deadline for applications is October 31, 2022. For additional information on the ACT Grant and 
eligibility requirements, please visit actgrant.org. 

*** 
About HII  
HII is an all-domain defense and technologies partner, recognized worldwide as America's largest shipbuilder. With a 
135-year history of trusted partnerships in advancing U.S. national security, HII delivers critical capabilities ranging 
from the most powerful and survivable naval ships ever built, to unmanned systems, ISR and AI/ML analytics. HII leads 
the industry in mission-driven solutions that support and enable an all-domain force. Headquartered in Newport 
News, Virginia, HII's skilled workforce is 44,000 strong. For more information, please visit hii.com. 
 
 



 
 
About Ferguson  
Ferguson plc (NYSE: FERG; LSE: FERG) is a leading value-added distributor providing expertise, solutions and products 
from infrastructure, plumbing and appliances to HVAC, fire, fabrication and more. We exist to help make our 
customers’ complex projects simple, successful and sustainable. Ferguson is headquartered in the U.K., with 
operations in North America. For more information, please visit www.fergusonplc.com or follow Ferguson on LinkedIn 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ferguson-enterprises. 
 
 
About BayPort Foundation 
BayPort Foundation is the charitable arm of BayPort Credit Union, headquartered in Newport News, Virginia and was 
established to extend the credit union’s philosophy of “people helping people.” The Foundation is an extension of the 
credit union’s charitable giving. BayPort Credit Union commits more than half a million dollars in annual corporate 
donations and pays all the Foundation's overhead to ensure that 100% of the Foundation donations support its 
mission. For more information, visit bayportfoundation.org. 
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